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Indian Trust Assets (IT'As) are legal interests in property held in trust by the United States for Indian tribes
or individuals. Trust assets may include lands, minerals, hunting and fishing rights, traditional gathering
grounds, and water rights. The Department of the Interior’s policy is to recognize and fulfill its legal
obligations to identify, protect, and conserve the trust resources of federally recognized Indian tribes and
tribal members, and to consult with tribes on a government-to-government basis, whenever plans or actions
affect tribal trust resources, trust assets, or tribal safety (see Departmental manual, 512 DM 2).

Under this policy, as well as Reclamation’s ITA policy, Reclamation is committed to carrying out its
activities in a manner which avoids adverse effects on I'T'As when possible, and to mitigate or compensate
for such effects when it cannot. All effects on ITAs, even those considered nonsignificant, must be
discussed in the trust analyses in NEPA compliance documents and appropriate compensation or mitigation
must be implemented. Effects on ITAs are evaluated by assessing how the action affects the use and quality
of I'TAs. Any action that adversely affects the use, value, quality or enjoyment of an I'TA is considered to
have an adverse effect on the resources.

There are no known ITAs in the Study Area vicinity, Figure 1-1 shows the Proposed Action’s distant
proximity to I'T'As in the regional area. Reclamation anticipates that the Proposed Action would have no
foreseeable adverse effects on ITAs.
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Figure 1-1. Indian Trust Assets
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